Belfast City Council

Report to: Health and& Environmental Services Committee

Subject: Proposed Collaborative —working—agreement between
Trading Standards-Service-and-Northern Ireland Building
Control Convention lnvelvement-of Building-Control-Staff-in
Vacant-Rating-Project

Date: 4-8% September2nd-June June-201008

Reporting Officer: MrTrevorMartin,m Head of Service-Ext 2450Suzanne Wylie,
Director of Health & Environmental Services, Ext 3260

Contact Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, Ext 2450

Relevant Background Information

The Northern Ireland Group Chief Building Control Officers’ Committee, of which Belfast is a
member, arranges an annual convention each year for Elected Members, building control
surveryors, architects and other construction professionals. The convention is the highlight of
the professions year and is always well attended with last year's convention, organised by the
staff in Belfast, attracting over 200 delegates.

This year’s convention is to be held in the Slieve Donard Hotel in Newcastle on 12* & 13*
October. The theme is “Global Impacts — Addressing the Risks” and there is a wide range of
speakers from America, New Zealand and Europe speaking on issues such as flood damage,
climate change and the cost impacts to buildings in relation to insurance claims. Additionally, the
second part of the programme will focus on the codes and standards used in Europe and
America and how Building Control can impact on wider problems from a climate and economic
perspective. A copy of the programme is attached to this report.

The convention has always achieved a high level of attendance and input from Elected Members
and so the programme deliberately steers away from the purely technical issues into areas of
greater significance for local authorities.

The convention is particularly special this year as it is to be run in conjuction with the main
meeting of the Consortium of European Building Control. This is the first time the meeting has
ever been held in Northern Ireland and it brings together the chief government officers
responsible for the administration of building regulations in each European Union country.




Recently the Consortium has expanded to embrace some of the former Eastern European
countries as well as Cyprus and Israel.







Resource Implications

Financial

The costs of the Convention are:

e Full Conference Rate £265.00 (all events including conference dinner)re—are—no—additional
Q i Limolicat] for il m
e Daily Delegate Rate £80

All-expenses—will bepaid forout-The Service has already included costs in itsef-the-Services
current revenue budget.

As-Tthe Head of Building Control will be attending the conference free of charge because he is
one of the speakers.




Human Resources

WhilstThere are-there- no additional human-resource requirements apart from time off for officers
attendlnq conventlons—mwNed—Hq—the—pFe}eet—te-da%e A-minimal time commitment will be required

Recommendations

It is recommended tThat the Committee grants permission for the Chair, Deputy Chair, Director
and a building control officer (or their nominees) to attend the event and agree to authorise the
payment of the conference fees, together with the appropriate travelling expenses.

Documents Attached

Appendix — Convention Programme

Appendix — Invitation from Chair of Northern Ireland Building Control Group Committee.







